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Tenth 

NORTH  CAROLINA  AWARDS 

Dinner 
Sir  Walter  Hotel,  Raleigh,  October  17,  1973,  7  p.m. 


Welcome William  D.  Snider 

Presentation  of  Awards Governor  James  E.  Holshouser,  Jr. 


Following  dinner,  Governor  and  Mrs.  Holshouser 
will  receive  at  the  North  Carolina  Museum  of  Art 


The  NORTH  CAROLINA  AWARD,  a  round  medallion  of  four- 
teen karat  gold,  is  duplicated  on  the  front  and  back  of  this  program 
cover. 


NORTH  CAROLINA  AWARDS  COMMISSION 

William  D.  Snider,  Greensboro,  Chairman 
Gordon  Cleveland,  Chapel  Hill  Wellington  B.  Gray,  Greenville 

Dean  W.  Colvard,  Charlotte  Susie  Sharpe,  Raleigh 


Helen  Smith  Bevington 


receives  a  North  Carolina  Award  in  Literature  for  her  notable  career  as  poet  and 
author.  A  delightful  writer  of  light  verse  and  author  of  three  widely-read  volumes 
of  autobiography,  she  has  lived  for  over  25  years  at  Durham,  where  she  and  her 
late  husband,  Merle  Bevington,  taught  at  Duke  University.  Born  in  1906  in  Afton, 
N.  Y.,  daughter  of  a  minister,  she  received  her  bachelor's  degree  in  philosophy  at 
the  University  of  Chicago  in  1926  and  her  master's  degree  in  English  from 
Columbia  University  in  1928.  She  has  been  on  the  Duke  faculty  since  1943,  teach- 
ing creative  writing,  literary  criticism  and  English  literature  with  marked  success. 
She  was  awarded  a  full  professorship  in  1970.  Aside  from  her  teaching,  she  has 
had  an  equally  successful  secondary  career  as  lecturer  and  reader  of  poetry.  After 
publishing  verse  in  The  New  Yorker,  The  Atlantic  Monthly  and  the  New  York 
Times  Book  Beview,  she  wrote  a  first  volume  of  poetry  called  Dr.  Johnson's  Water- 
fall in  1946.  This  was  followed  by  Nineteen  Million  Elephants  in  1950,  A  Change 
of  Shy  in  1956  and  When  Found  Make  a  Verse  Of  a  combination  of  poetry  and 
essays,  in  1961.  The  relevance  of  her  verse  to  the  North  Carolina  scene  was  ac- 
knowledged by  awards  of  the  Boanoke-Chowan  poetry  prize  in  1956  and  1962. 
In  1965  she  published  Charley  Smith's  Daughter,  the  first  volume  of  what  has 
become  a  three-volume  autobiography.  A  Booh  and  a  Love  Affair  followed  in 
1968  and  The  House  Was  Quiet  and  the  World  Was  Calm  in  1971.  The  first  of 
these  books  deals  with  Mrs.  Bevington's  girlhood  in  a  small  New  York  community 
and  the  second  with  her  university  years  and  her  marriage.  The  final  volume  is  a 
bright  and  often  moving  account  of  her  early  years  in  Durham  and  the  community 
of  Duke  University.  As  poet,  author,  critic  and  teacher  Helen  Bevington  has  made 
a  distinguished  contribution  to  American  literature. 


Ellis  Brevier  Cowling 


receives  a  North  Carolina  Award  in  Science  for  his  distinguished  research  at  North 
Carolina  State  University  in  plant  pathology.  A  native  of  Waukegan,  Illinois,  he 
received  his  B.S.  and  M.S.  degrees  from  Syracuse  University,  a  Ph.D.  in  plant 
pathology  and  biochemistry  from  the  University  of  Wisconsin  and  a  Filosofie 
Doktor  in  physiological  botany  from  the  University  of  Uppsala  in  Sweden.  After 
a  year  of  post-doctoral  research  in  Sweden,  under  the  auspicies  of  the  United 
States  Public  Health  Service,  he  served  for  five  years  on  the  faculty  of  Yale  Univer- 
sity. In  1965  he  joined  the  faculty  at  North  Carolina  State  University  where  he  is 
presently  professor  of  plant  pathology,  forest  and  wood  and  paper  science.  Dr. 
Cowling  is  the  author  of  numerous  publications,  including  articles  in  a  dozen  im- 
portant journals  in  America  and  Europe.  He  has  participated  in  the  Visiting  Scien- 
tist programs  of  the  American  Institute  of  Biological  Sciences  and  the  Society  of 
Wood  Science  and  Technology.  He  is  a  member  of  the  editorial  boards  of  the 
journals  Phytopathology  and  Forest  Science.  Dr.  Cowling  was  recently  elected  to 
the  National  Academy  of  Sciences,  one  of  the  few  who  has  "achieved  eminence  at 
his  age  in  the  life  sciences."  As  one  of  the  youngest  recipients  of  the  North  Carolina 
Award,  he  is  being  recognized  especially  for  his  recent  work  on  nitrogen  metabo- 
lism in  the  wood  destroying  fungi  and  the  biochemistry  of  wood  decay.  As  a  mem- 
ber of  a  three-man  team  working  in  Sweden,  he  was  one  of  the  discoverers  of  the 
smallest  enzyme  known  to  man.  He  has  performed  research  of  international  signifi- 
cance, and  of  particular  importance  to  North  Carolina,  relating  to  the  genetics  of  re- 
sistance in  pines  to  rust  diseases;  and  through  his  own  work  and  that  of  his  students 
he  has  stimulated  great  progress  in  wood  and  tree  pathology.  He  has  received 
international  acclaim  for  his  "grasp  of  the  biochemical  nature  of  host  or  substrate, 
and  the  biochemical  principles  governing  pathogen  or  agent  deterioration."  His 
achievements  in  research  and  education  represent  one  of  the  important  influences 
on  forest  pathology  of  his  generation. 


Burke  Davis 


receives  a  North  Carolina  Award  in  Literature  as  a  native  of  North  Carolina  living 
in  Virginia.  Born  in  Durham  in  1913,  he  was  educated  at  Duke  University,  Guilford 
College  and  the  University  of  North  Carolina  at  Chapel  Hill.  Beginning  his  career 
as  a  newspaper  man  he  served  on  the  staff  of  The  Charlotte  News,  first  as  sports 
editor,  then  as  editor.  There  he  began  his  distinguished  career  as  an  author  with  a 
novel  about  his  adopted  home  of  Charlotte  called  Whisper  My  Name.  His  news- 
paper work  took  him  to  The  Baltimore  Sun,  then  to  the  Greensboro  Daily  News, 
while  his  creative  writing  moved  into  the  field  of  history.  A  prolific  writer,  he 
has  produced  splendid  novels  such  as  The  Ragged  Ones  and  Yorhtown,  and 
splendid  non-fiction,  such  as  They  Called  Him  Stonewall,  Our  Incredible  Civil 
War,  To  Appomattox,  and  The  Williamsburg  Galaxy.  Since  1960  he  has  served  as 
military  historical  and  public  relations  director  for  Colonial  Williamsburg.  Mr. 
Davis  has  creatively  transcribed  the  history  and  culture  of  his  native  South.  He 
has  made  the  past  live  vividly  for  contemporary  readers  and  he  has  carried  over 
his  narrative  drive  into  biography.  Among  his  notable  works  are  biographies  of 
Gen.  L.  B.  (Chesty)  Puller,  USMC,  Billy  Mitchell  and  Amelia  Earhart.  His  Robert 
E.  Lee  is  a  delightfully  amusing  book  for  children;  and  his  The  Summer  Land 
recreates  the  life  of  North  Carolina's  rural  tobacco  country.  A  man  of  wisdom  and 
wit,  acutely  perceptive  and  plain  as  an  old  shoe,  endowed  with  the  scholar's  con- 
cern for  detail  and  the  artist's  creative  touch,  Burke  Davis  has  made  fiction  his- 
torically accurate  and  history  as  exciting  as  fiction.  For  these  achievements  he 
receives  the  North  Carolina  Award  for  Literature. 


Sam  J.  Ervin 


receives  a  North  Carolina  Award  for  distinguished  public  service  as  state  legislator, 
Superior  and  Supreme  Court  judge,  U.  S.  Congressman  and  Senator,  champion  of 
civil  liberties  and  dedicated  defender  of  the  United  States  Constitution.  Born  in 
Morganton  in  1896,  graduated  from  the  University  of  North  Carolina  at  Chapel 
Hill  and  the  Harvard  Law  School,  he  combines  erudition  with  wit,  mountain  in- 
dependence and  Calvinist  conviction  with  the  love  of  hard  work  and  rock-ribbed 
integrity.  Twice  wounded  in  World  War  I,  twice  cited  for  gallantry  in  action  and 
awarded  the  French  Fourragere,  the  Silver  Star  and  the  Distinguished  Service 
Cross,  he  has  risen  to  national  and  international  eminence  without  once  forgetting 
the  Tar  Heel  motto:  "To  Be  Bather  Than  To  Seem."  Endowed  with  the  18th 
Century  Scotch-Irish  settlers'  love  of  "book  learning",  nourished  on  the  King  James 
Bible  and  full  of  the  mountain  story-telling  genius  of  the  Blue  Bidge  foothills,  he 
has  served  his  state  with  exceptional  ability,  then  moved  in  mid-flight  to  the  U.  S. 
Congress  where  his  qualities  as  scholar  and  statesman  have  pushed  him  to  the 
forefront  in  a  time  of  national  crisis.  The  nation  has  discovered  Senator  Ervin  in 
1973,  but  his  fellow  Tar  Heels  remember  his  courage  and  wisdom  from  a  long  way 
back.  As  a  young  state  representative  from  Burke  County  in  1925  he  played  a 
leadership  role  in  helping  defeat  a  "monkey  bill"  which  would  have  made  North 
Carolina's  public  schools  a  laughing  stock.  From  the  time  of  his  appointment  to  the 
U.  S.  Senate  when  he  became  a  member  of  an  earlier  select  committee  involving 
civil  liberties  to  his  more  recent  role  as  chairman  of  another  select  committee 
probing  election  politics  and  procedures,  Senator  Ervin  has  never  forgotten  the 
admonition  of  Thomas  Jefferson  that  "no  government  ought  to  be  without  censors 
and  where  the  press  is  free,  no  one  ever  will."  His  defense  of  constitutional  prin- 
ciples has  been  consistently  courageous,  always  more  concerned  with  issues  rather 
than  individuals  and  everlastingly  dedicated  to  the  conviction  that  "in  the  end  it  is 
die  individual— not  society  and  not  any  group— that  is  the  basic  unit  of  value." 


Kenneth  Ness 


receives  a  North  Carolina  Award  in  the  Fine  Arts  for  his  notable  contributions  as 
artist  and  teacher  at  the  University  of  North  Carolina-Chapel  Hill  over  the  past 
30  years.  Born  June  21,  1903  in  St.  Ignace,  Michigan,  he  became  interested  in 
printing  and  cartooning  at  an  early  age.  After  attending  the  University  of  Detroit 
and  the  Detroit  School  of  Applied  Art,  he  graduated  from  the  School  of  the  Art 
Institute  of  Chicago  in  1932,  engaging  in  postgraduate  study  with  the  great  Boris 
Anisfeldt.  He  became  a  Carnegie  Resident  Artist  at  the  University  of  North  Caro- 
lina in  1941,  Resident  Artist  and  Associate  Professor  in  1943  and  Professor  of  Art  in 
1949.  Professor  Ness'  paintings  have  been  exhibited  in  the  Chicago  Art  Institite,  the 
Golden  Gate  International  Exhibition  at  San  Francisco,  and  the  Whitney  Museum 
of  American  Art,  among  others.  "Kenneth  Ness  came  to  maturity  in  the  early  thir- 
ties," one  of  his  colleagues  observed  recently,  "in  that  difficult  moment  in  history 
when  American  art  was  absorbing  the  powerful  and  diverse  influences  of  the  new 
modernism  flooding  in  from  Europe  .  .  .  Signs  of  the  great  styles  are  visible  in  his 
work,  but  his  own  purposes  were  strong  enough  to  survive  their  impact;  he  welded 
them  into  a  firm  manner  of  his  own."  Professor  Ness'  contributions  as  a  teacher  of 
art  and  design  make  him  equally  worthy  of  a  North  Carolina  Award  in  the  Fine 
Arts.  His  instruction  in  composition,  drawing,  design  including  silkscreen  and  film 
strip  continuity,  and  painting  have  touched  several  generations  of  students,  one  of 
whom  said  recently:  "The  association  was  always  one  of  intensity  of  feeling,  and  it 
may  well  be  that  this  was  his  gift  to  us— a  heightened  sensibility  for  life,  a  keen 
awareness  of  our  surroundings  and  selves,  and  a  depth  of  personal  feeling  which 
must  be  the  basis  for  any  creative  expression." 


The  General  Assembly  of  1961  established  the  North  Carolina  Awards  Com- 
mission to  "make  annual  awards  for  notable  accomplishments  by  North  Carolina 
citizens  in  the  fields  of  scholarship,  research,  the  fine  arts  and  public  leadership." 
The  Commission,  appointed  by  the  Governor,  selects  subcommittees  in  the  areas 
of  Fine  Arts,  Literature,  Public  Service  and  Science.  These  subcommittees  an- 
nually make  nominations  recognizing  significant  "creative  achievement." 

Shortly  before  his  death,  the  distinguished  sculptor  Paul  Manship  designed  a 
special  gold  medal  known  as  the  North  Carolina  Award.  The  Governor  presented 
it  for  the  first  time  to  five  North  Carolinians  at  a  Raleigh  dinner  in  1964.  One  side 
of  the  medal  portrays  a  sculptured  concept  of  the  Great  Seal  of  North  Carolina. 
On  the  other  is  a  scroll  enclosed  in  these  words:  Achievement  Is  Man's  Mark  Of 
Greatness. 

The  Commission  hopes  that  the  high  caliber  of  the  recipients  of  the  North 
Carolina  Award  will  give  it  preeminent  distinction  and,  in  the  words  of  the  1961 
statute,  "inspire  others  to  emulate"  the  achievements  it  honors. 


1964 
John  N.  Couch 
Inglis  Fletcher 
John  Motley  Morehead 
Clarence  Poe 
Francis  Speight 


1965 
Frank  P.  Graham 
Paul  Green 
Gerald  W.  Johnson 
Hunter  Johnson 
Frederick  A.  Wolf 


1966 
Bernice  Kelly  Harris 
Luther  H.  Hodges 
A.  G.  Odell,  Jr. 
Oscar  K.  Rice 


1967 
Albert  Coates 
Jonathan  Daniels 
Carl  W.  Gottschalk 
Benjamin  F.  Swalin 
Hiram  Houston  Merritt 


1968 
Robert  Lee  Humber 
Hobson  Pittman 
Vermont  C.  Royster 
Charles  Phillips  Russel 
Stanley  G.  Stephens 


1969 
Kenneth  M.  Brinkhous 
May  Gordon  Latham 

Kellenberger 
Ovid  Williams  Pierce 
Charles  W.  Stanford,  Jr. 


1970 
Philip  Handler 
Frances  Gray  Patton 
Henry  C.  Pearson 
Terry  Sanford 


1971 
Guy  Owen 
James  H.  Semans 
Mary  Duke  Biddle  Trent 

Semans 
Capus  Waynick 

James  Edwin  Webb 


1972 
Sidney  Alderman 

Blackmer 
Edward  E.  David,  Jr. 
John  Ehle 

William  Dallas  Herring 
Harold  Hotelling 
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